June 12, 2019

Mosha Cote
Manager-Research Liaison
Nunavut Research Institute
P.O. Box 1720
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0
By email: mosha.cote@arcticcollege.ca

Jane Chisholm
Ecologist Team Leader
Parks Canada (PC)
P.O. Box 278, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0
By email: jane.chisholm@pc.gc.ca;
Nunavut.ImpactAssessment@pc.gc.ca

Tracey McCaie
Manager Land Administration
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC)
P.O. Box 100, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0
By email: tracey.mccaie@canada.ca;
lihua.huang@canada.ca
landsmining@aandc.gc.ca

Talia Maksagak
Manager, Technical Administration
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB)
P.O. Box 1360, Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0C0
By email: tmaksagak@nirb.ca, info@nirb.ca

Jared Ottenhof
Senior Manager,Department of Major Projects
Qikiqtani Inuit Association (QIA)
P.O. Box 1340, Iqaluit NU X0A 0H0
By email: jottenhof@qia.ca; dmp@qia.ca

Alexandre Normandeau
Natural Resources Canada
1 Challenger Drive
Dartmouth Nova Scotia B2Y4A2 Canada
By email: alexandre.normandeau@canada.ca

Dear Mr. Cote, Ms. McCaie, Mr. Ottenhof, Mr. Chisholm Ms. Maksagak and Mr. Normandeau:
RE:
NPC File # 148172 [Geology Research in the Baffin Bay: REDUCING RISK TO COASTAL COMMUNITIES AND
OFFSHORE INFRASTRUCTURES CAUSED BY MARINE GEOHAZARDS AND SEISMICITY]
The following works and activities have been proposed in the above-noted project proposal:
1. Scientific Research: To investigate the stability of the seabed in fjords near Qikiqtarjuaq and Pangnirtung.
New imagery of the seabed shows that submarine landslides have occurred in several locations. The Baffin
Bay experiences a number of earthquakes which can trigger submarine landslides. This project aims to
determine the risk for a large submarine landslide happening in the future. Coastal lakes may also be
investigated for the occurrence of tsunami deposits. Coring and mapping of coastal lakes to collect evidence
of past tsunamis affecting the shoreline will take place. In addition, digging in coastal areas may take place
using shovels. Seabed sediment samples (2 m long gravity cores), seafloor photographs and video,
information about the shape of the seabed, and sub-bottom imaging will be conducted. These instruments
will be the same as those used during the 2013 and 2018 expeditions. The team also propose using a drone
to map fjord wall landslides and recovering and installing an instrument called an Acoustic Doppler Current
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Profiler (ADCP) in Southwind fiord for one year that will record any underwater landslides that occur there.
The research would take place onboard the Government of Nunavut vessel Nuliajuk.
2. Modifications to the original/amended project proposal: Expansion of the study areas in and around the
community of Pangnirtung, and use of new equipment such as a drone and an Acoustic Doppler Current
Profiler (ADCP)
3. Associated NPC File No: 148488 and 148842; Associated NIRB File No: 13YN021 and 14YN032
4. Location: Qikiqtani Region; [South Baffin, near Pangnirtung and Qikiqtarjuaq]
A complete description of the project proposal reviewed by the NPC can be accessed online using the link below.
The Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) has completed its review of the above-noted project proposal. The NPC
previously reviewed works and activities associated with the current project proposal and a determination was issued
on May 31, 2013, July 21, 2014, June 11, 2015, February 28, 2017, and June 18, 2018, which still applies.
In addition, works and activities associated with the current proposal were previously screened by the Nunavut Impact
Review Board (NIRB FILE NO.: 13YN021 and 14YN032).
The above-noted project proposal is exempt from screening by the NIRB because the NPC is of the understanding that
the proposed slight change of the location in and around Pangnirtung and the use of a drone and an Acoustic Doppler
Current Profiler (ADCP) does not change the general scope of the original or previously amended project activities,
and the exceptions noted in Section 12.4.3 (a) and (b) of the Nunavut Agreement do not apply.
By way of this letter, the NPC is forwarding the project proposal to the regulatory authorities identified by the
proponent. Project materials are available at the following address:
http://lupit.nunavut.ca/portal/project-dashboard.php?appid=149172&sessionid=
This decision applies only to the above-noted project proposal as submitted. Proponents may not carry out projects
and regulatory authorities may not issue licenses, permits, and other authorizations in respect of projects if a review
by the NPC is required.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 979-3444.
Sincerely,

Goump Djalogue, MCIP, RPP
Senior Planner
Nunavut Planning Commission
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